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Where are we in Africa 27/04/2020? 

Source: Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention

33,566 confirmed 
cases

10,152 recoveries

1,469 deaths
(CFR - 4.4%)



Observed progression based on lab confirmed 
cases 

www.amref.orgSource: WHO, Johns Hopkins University

Average growth per day = 
6.9% 

*Based on the last 27 days of 
April

Top 6 countries: 
65% of cases, 73% of deaths
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Risk, Spread and tests

Source: Africa Centre for Strategic Studies



Distribution of WHO AFRO countries per  number of laboratory tests/10,000 pop

Source: SitReps
* Data available

AFRO: 9 tests/10,000 pop
Italy: 256 tests/10,000 pop
USA: 134 tests/10,000 pop
South Korea: 116 tests/10,000 pop

Source: WHO Afro
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Global solidarity: 
Continent-wide strategy is critical

Source: Africa Centres for Disease  Control and Prevention

*PACT: Partnership to Accelerate COVID19 Testing – warehousing and 
distribution, diagnostics, 1M CHWs , forecasting models, guidelines 
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When is Africa’s curve flat enough?

• All health system 
building blocks 
sub-optimal

• Low per capita 
expenditure on health
• Only 14/54 

countries spend 
more that $100 
per capita

• UHC index lowest in 
Africa
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Lockdown the continent?

South Africa

March 
27th



Economy: Despite relatively low confirmed infection rates, 
COVID-19 is having negative effects on African economies

Source: Johns Hopkins University, Coronavirus Resource Center, African Markets; Morningstar currency tracker; 
2020; IMF Press Release No 20/98
Note: (1) As of April 22, 2020 (2) Three months change as of April 20, 2020 (3) As of April 22, 2020
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Kenya Nigeria South Africa Egypt

303 confirmed 
cases 

(14 deaths)

Stock market2

Currency exchange 
(USD:LCY)3

873 confirmed 
cases 

(28 death)

3,635 confirmed 
cases 

(65 deaths)

3,659 confirmed 
cases 

(276 deaths)

101.14

107.15

362.50

390.00

14.51

19.00

15.78

15.75

Jan 20, 2020

Apr 23, 2020

-17.1% -22.9% -17.0% -26.5%
NSE all share 

index
NGSE all share 

index
JSE Africa all 
share index

EGX 30 index

COVID-19 
cases1

IMF reported that investors have removed USD 83 billion from emerging markets since the 
beginning of the crisis, the largest capital outflow ever recorded

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.african-markets.com/en/
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Do 
nothing

Lock 
down

• Full activity
• Herd immunity 

(60%?)
• Risk health system 

collapse (No health 
system has 
demonstrated 
enough resilience)

• Severe effect on 
economy and informal 
workers

• Reduce speed of 
transmission

• Reduce Health system 
pressure

• Need timelines and 
mitigation for other 
health services

• What's the cost to human 
life?

• What's the cost to the health 
system and other services 
like Cancer?

• Economic suppression 
inevitable (global trade 
down)

• How long is a lockdown?
• What's the signal to un-lock?
• When is the curve flat 

enough
• Effect on other health 

services like cancer care
• Cost to economy (>70% 

economic activity reduction?)

Sustained long tern trickle 

• Vaccine expected in 12-18 months
• Longer for Africa - Production and distribution 

timelines
• Testing for?
• Protecting the vulnerable (co-morbidities like cancer)
• Value of serological tests for business continuity

Our choices are difficult - the effect long termOur choices are difficult – Pandemic wont wait

Githinji Gitahi
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Our choices are difficult - the effect long termCOVID19 Innovation

Continuity of 
services amidst 

curfew/lockdowns

Drones for 
sample 

transport and 
community 
awareness 

Mobile based 
training of 
community 
health workers 
(Leap)

Government 
leadership; Community 
ownership
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Contact information

Source:

COVID-19 specific:
info.COVID-19@amref.org
www.amref.org/coronavirus
 
General contact information:
Email: info@amref.org
Website: www.amref.org 
Twitter: @Amref_Worldwide
Facebook: Amref Health Africa

mailto:info.COVID-19@amref.org
http://www.amref.org/coronavirus
mailto:info@amref.org
http://www.amref.org/
https://www.facebook.com/amrefke


Thank you

www.amref.org/coronavirus
@Amref_Worldwide

www.amref.org

http://www.amref.org/coronavirus


Information on 
Amref Health 

Africa

www.amref.org



Amref Health Africa Global 
Operations

Programs and HQ in Kenya, Amref University, Amref Enterprise, Amref 
Flying Doctors
Countries with programs and Amref Health Africa Offices  

Countries with programs ONLY

Countries with fundraising offices
www.amref.
org

http://www.amref.org/
http://www.amref.org/


Overview – Amref Health Africa

Leading health development international NGO in 
Africa

Headquartered in  Africa since 1957

More than 12 million  beneficiaries annually

Over 150 health projects in 35 countries of Africa

$120m annual 

expenditure  1313 

staff (90% in  Africa)

www.amref.
org

http://www.amref.org/
http://www.amref.org/

